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SUBJECT: TRADE ACT OF 1974 - COUNTRY ELIGIBILITY FOR 
GENERALIZED PREFERENCES 

REF: (A) STATE 051555; (B) STATE 023113; (C) ADDIS A-43; 

MARCH 5, 1975; (D) ADDIS 1297; (E) ADDIS 0032; (F) 

ADDIS A-15, JANUARY 29, 1975 

1. AS DEPARTMENT AWARE, AND AS NOTED IN ABOVE REFERENCED 
MESSAGES, EPMG ANNOUNCED NATIONALIZATION OF INSURANCE 
COMPANIES ON JANUARY 1, 1975 AND NATIONALIZATION OR PARTIAL 
NATIONALIZATION OF WIDE VARIETY OF OTHER FIRMS ON FEBRUARY 3. 
THE FORMER INCLUDED ETHIOPIAN-AMERICAN LIFE INSURANCE S.C. 

AND THE LATTER MOBIL OIL EAST AFRICA LTD., ETHIOPIAN SPICE 
EXTRACTION S.C., ETHIOPIAN LIVESTOCK DEVELOPMENT S.C. AND 
ETHIOPIAN CROWN CORK AND CAN MFG. INDUSTRIES S.C. IN ADDITION, 
ETHIOPIAN LAND REFORM PROCLAMATION OF MARCH 4 INCLUDED MILI.F. 
FARMS PLC, IN WHICH MAXWELL GROUP OF MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. HAS 

50 PERCENT INTEREST. 
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2. PROVISIONS OF TRADE ACT OF 1974 AFFECTING HOST 
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COUNTRY ELIGIBILITY FOR GSP (AS WELL AS APPROPRIATE 
PROVISIONS HICKENLOOPER AND GONZALES AMENDMENTS) BROUGHT 
TO ATTENTION OF PMG IN NOTE DELIVERED BY CHARGE' ON 
FEBRUARY 28. EMBASSY HAS NOT YET RECEIVED FORMAL RESPONSE, 

BUT HAS IN MEANTIME BEEN HOLDING INFORMAL DISCUSSIONS 
WITH APPROPRIATE GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS. 

WYMAN 
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